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Kali’s Gift

Maoat of the people in Tenali Raman’s village
depended on planting crops and selling the harvest
1 gel money. For these people rain was the most
important thing. Without rain thelr crops would
dry up and die. If this happened., they would have
no money and no food,
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Omne year, when the summer was very bad,
the village did not get any rain for a long time. The
villagers, suffering from the heat and worried thar
their ¢rops may die, prayed to the Gods to send
rain.
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One day an old Sanyasi who was ravelling
along the road visited Raman’s village. It so
happened that as soon as he walked into the village,
dark clouds appeared and with a crash of thunder,
it began to rain heavily, All the people were very
happy and they believed that the Gods had sent
the Sanyasi 10 bring them rain.
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The villagers of Tenali danced around the
surprised Sanyasi shouting, “He is a truly holy
man!™ Raman saw what was happening and began
to laugh because he had seen the dark clouds
gathering, much before the holy man stepped into
the village.
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The old Sanyasi knew that Raman was right.
He realised that REaman was a very clever boy and
decided to pass on his knowledge to Raman. He
called Raman aside and sad, “Tenali Raman, you
are a very clever boy and someday you will be
famous. [ will teach you a mantra that you should
chant one thousand times in front of the Goddess
Kali. But make sure that you are alone inside the
temple, only then will the Goddess appear and
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bless you with gifts.”
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Faman was excited and rushed to the Mahs
Kali temple, Making sure he was alone, he began
to chant the manira. As soon as he had finished
chanting one thousand times, there was a flash of
light and the Goddess Kali appeared in a cloud of
smoke, She had one thousand heads and held a
spear in her hand.

< N o ¢ < Q
epec?oap_a: ®U)C\RO§P:@:GU)@ GUDO(TDOCDU?GPS

N N N N < N N N C N o
G(T.?JOC:@ OCDgO:@O?(DII 3{20’)0)6030(7)0’)&8@0)0?33@

< N < ¢ O ¢ < Q
GCDQJOGS’BOCI C\?ﬂC:GS’BOC QCTDGO)O(;C\?(D@: %§€p®



G BgIudayé
aoéc;o:cfﬁcrgor} o?oooe(%o&‘f% o)glogcfﬁcrgooogn oloon
2[03800660008(0p5930:0908, 3E:00§:0765(6S0[B:
02008505096 036§:6030360 G0l O3V §05
O?GPSG(YD §§G®’]ESO’DOSG(I)’)(€§OI@S C\)(YS(I\D?O C\?U%O%é@’):
0031

At first Raman was shocked and bent down
in fear, but suddenly he began to laugh and laugh,
Kali became angry and shouted, “Why are you
laughing at me boy™" Trving hard 1o control his
laughter Raman says, “Ha! Ha! ['m so sorry, O!

Cicddess Kali, Even though 1 only have one nose,
[ find it difficult to wipe my nose when I have a

cold. T just imagined how difficult it would be for
you o wipe your one thousand noses, if you got

acold. Ha! Ha!™
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The Gioddess Kali stopped frowning and
smiled. She admired the little boy's wit and
honesty, Looking al Raman she said, "You are a
very witty boy, Tenali Raman. Since you have
made me smile, T will give you a gift,” Saying this
she waved her hand, and with a flash of light two
bowls of milk appeared in front of Raman,
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Smiling at Raman she sald, "Here are two

Bovw s of milk, One contains the milk of Knowledjpe
and the other contains the milk of wealth. When

choose a bowl and drnk the milk, vou will be
blessed with wealth or knowledge for the rest of

your life. Which bowl will you choose ™
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Raman looked at the bowls, thought for &
while and then said, “0! Kali! How can [ chooss
the bowl without tasting the milk, o find out which
one is better? Would you allow me to just taste

the milk from each bowl, before deciding?”
epe%oo %@C\")c?o%d’gz(r% @pécx%cﬁor)osn 0:607 W
6003 0St00i: ocSBeBacSBm0S “B we 00003
a§eodm §oiga} [pdre(mpiapdd eSagepdegigid
Q39eodIl 20050mPeoolies: eadopiecon ale3¢
ogﬁeoo% @a@:@ogqeaozaé %@Q‘?méo’ézgmc;@ @é:@é:

Q Q < [N ] ”
lclavales) @p_a:@p_gggeo:o [QUSH]

Kal's one thousand heads looked at one
another, then looked at Raman and said, “Na
problem Raman. Go ahead and taste the milk from

both bowls.” With a gleeful giggle Raman quickly
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picked up each bowl and took a two big mouths
of milk from each. As he finished, he stood up
and gave the Goddess a naughty smile.

003§, 8:681E:00660008 070 02694,0008 (08
o [BasBEwo Brooop mocSon spodeBEas
‘o ecdsdD00dm §0: 803 ago:[éézeoog”c% g0rcB05
0260] I spe%m of):oaosao:eﬁqu%e@o@: go:%@cx?
6cd:q/€:8m §2:8e0303 0l:odm[0ns §6¢8Eea000d
C\%O%oaor}n G:DO(TS@:DgO:GOO? o™ @or%or?spzeo% opl=abt;
cOSm6eu0054), §:000:053(0e8, (O(B:(3pSes20031

Suddenly the Goddess realised that she had
been tricked by Raman. She became furious and
sand, "How dare you tnck me!” Raman quickly
asked her forgiveness and said, "Forgive me O!
Kali! But what is the use of knowledge without
wealth. I will be able to do a lot more good if I
had both. "
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Once again the Goddess realised that Raman

was being honest and forgave him. She blessed

him and in a flash of light disappeared. From that
day on Tenali Raman began his adventures using
wit and knowledge to bring him great wealth.
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Raman Beats The Scholar

Tenali Raman grew up to be famous for his
wit and knowledge in his village, Bul very soon he
wanted to move out of his village and into the
capital, Vijayanagar, where the King
Erishnadevaraya lived. He knew that if he could
get 1o visit the King, he would impress the King
with his wit and knowledge. And hopefully
Ernshnadevarayva would give Raman a place in his
court, since he was famous for promoting leaming
and art.,
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One day Raman found out that the King's
mast favourite subject, Rajaguro was visiting his

friends in a town near Baman's village of Tenali.
Rajaguru was an old scholar who had taught the

King when he was a child. Baman knew that if he
could impress Rajaguru, he would definitely ge

to meet the King. Without hesitating, Raman

picked up hiz collection of poems and wrilings
and rushed to meet Rajaguru. When he arrived at

the house where Rajaguru was staying, he
convinced the guards to let him mest Rajagun.
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At first Rajaguru laughed when he saw the
thin young man from Tenali. Then he asked
Raman, “So, how can [ help you young man?
Raman replied without hesitation, “Sir, [ would
like to impress you with my wit and knowledge
s0 that you will introduce me to the King. [ have
always dreamed of being a subject in the King's
court,”
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Rajaguru and his friends began laughing
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loudly. When they stopped, one of Rajaguru’s
friends said, “Silly young man! How are you going
to impress Rajaguru? He is one of the oldest,
wisest scholars in the Kingdom.™
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Raman ignored the man and took out his
poems and writings. As he read them to Rajagura
and his friends, they realised that Raman was
no ordinary young man. When he had finished
reading, Raman began cracking witty jokes
that made Rajaguru and his friends laugh till
tears came from their eyes. When he had finished,
the Rajaguru promised to speak to the King and
get Raman into the King's court.
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Raman waited patiently for many days to hear
from Rajaguru. But after one month he realised
that Rajaguru had not kept his promise. He had
probably I'nrgultun Raman when he returmed o
Vijayanagar.
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Determined to meet the King, Raman sold
his house in Tenali and left for Vijayanagar with
his famaly. When he amived in Vijayanagar, Raman
nsked for directions to Rajaguru’s house, He
found the house, but the guards stopped him.
Luckily, one of them recognised him as the young
man from Tenah and said to the others, “He's the
funny man from Tenali. Rajaguru knows him. Let
him through,”
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When the guards took Raman to Rajaguru,

he was shocked! He did not think that the young

man from Tenall would have the courage to visit
him, in the King's capital.
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He was secretly afraid that if he introduced

the witty and intelligent Raman to the King,
he might lose his place as the King's favourite
subject.
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